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December Meeting WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 


WVARA Holiday BBQ 
Saturday. D ber 18 52.580- MHz | 151.4 Hz 
aturday, Vecember 147.39+ MHz | 151.4 Hz 
, 1.25 Meters | 223.96-MHz | 156.7 Hz 
At Sunnyvale’s Baylands Park 0.70 Meter | 441.35+ MHz | 88.5 Hz 
11am - 1pm 0.23 Meter | 1286.2- MHz 100 Hz 


* The 6 Meter repeater is currently down 
When you get to Baylands WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeat- 


Park, turn right after going ers each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters 


through the main gate are linked together during the net. The net 
inf. a control script can be found at www.wvara.org 
More information on page 2 in the “On The Air” dropdown. 
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WVARA Holiday BBQ 


When: 11am — 1pm, Saturday, Dec 18 
Where: Sunnyvale’s Baylands Park, near Pickleweed Place 


(Sunnyvale doesn’t take reservations during the winter, and so all picnic areas are ona 
first-come-first-served basis. We plan to be at a picnic site near Pickleweed.) 


There won't be an evening WVARA meeting in December. Instead, we are having a Holiday 
BBQ. Our location includes multiple tables, grill, and an AC outlet. We'll have hot charcoal and 
condiments — please bring your own meat to grill. 


And of course, the WVARA tradition of a Holiday Raffle is good to go. Santa Claus (better 
known as club treasurer Russ WD9DD) is making arrangements for some great door prizes. 
So be there or be square! 


BTW, let me know if you are interested in volunteering to set up a VHF station for event coordi- 
nation through the WVARA repeater. 


— Jim, K6E! 


Fun on 160 by Jim, K6El 


Had a hoot in last weekend’s ARRL 160 contest running 100w from our summer cabin at Loon 
Lake (30mi north of Spokane). Transmit antenna was an inverted L* (78ft vertical with 80ft 
horizontal leg and 30 radials). Receive antenna was a dipole up 45ft. 


*| had climbed up 9Oft in one of the Ponderosa Pines and installed a rope for hoisting up the 
inverted L. Since the inverted L is close to 3/8 wavelength long, | used a series capacitor from 
spare RG-8 at the feedpoint to bring the antenna to resonance. SWR was 1:1 at 1.825MHz. 


Intermittent power line RFI during much of the contest was a challenge with noise levels bounc- 
ing between -95 and -100dbm. Used diversity reception mode on my Elecraft to copy the 
weak ones. Saturday night the RFI suddenly disappeared for a few hours and the noise floor 
dropped to -114dbm — wow, what a difference! | could even copy a station from Argentina. 


Had a couple of inches of Here’s what the intermittent power line 


snowfall Friday night. noise looked like for much of the weekend. 
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In spite of the RFI, it looks like I may have set a new Single Operator / Low Power record for the EWA 


section: 


QSOs = 447 
Sections = 73 
Countries = 4 


Total Score = 69,762 
The previous EWA/SOLP record was 44,948 (set in 2005) 


Upcoming Meetings and Events 
HOLIDAY BBQ at Sunnyvale's Bayland Park 
Speaker: Teri Grizer, K8MNJ Grounding/Bonding for RFI Mitigation 


Dec 18 


Jan 29-30 


Winter Field Day at Henry Coe State Park 


Speaker: Bryan Klofas, KF6ZEO Picoballoons in the Bay Area 


Callsign 
Total 
AA6RB 
AF6AE 
K6CES 
K6El 
K6VP 
KC6ZKT 
KF6EMB 
KK6HPF 
KK6VF 
KN6FGH 
KN6MTI 
KN6O0GS 
KN6PAA 
KX6B 
N6AIR 
N6BTU 
N6FYR 
W6BG 
W6ESL 
WG6IA 
W6MNL 
W6PK 
W8RJL 
WBE6JHI 
WB6JMR 
WB6KHP 
WD9DD 
WR3K 
WR6Z 


Name 


Roy 
Bill 
Chuck 
Jim 
Dan 
Steve 
Svend 
Ross 
Kevin 
Tim 
Jim 
Ryan 
Jeff 
Dick 
Robert 
Wayne 
Matt 
Max 
Tom 
Mark 
Steve 
Phil 
Ron 
Steve 
Mark 
Dave 
Russ 
Greg 
Dave 
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WVARA Net Check-Ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 
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Welcome to our new member! 
Andrea Lanfranconi, KN6RMW 


2021 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6El 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 
Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


2022 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Max Lanfranconi, W6BG 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 
Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2022-2023 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2022-2023 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2022-2023 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 


KK6VF 


Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6E| 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 


West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 


P.O. Box 6544 


San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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